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What is Jazz? 
 

Jazz is a musical form developed by African Americans and influenced by both European 
harmonic structure and African rhythms. 

Jazz developed in the United States in the very early part of the 20th century. New Orleans, 
near the mouth of the Mississippi River, played a key role in this development. The city's population 
was more diverse than anywhere else in the South, and people of African, French, Caribbean, 
Italian, German, Mexican, and American Indian, as well as English, interacted with one another. 

Jazz is a kind of music in which improvisation is a very important part. In most jazz 
performances, players play solos which require considerable skill. 

Jazz musicians like playing their songs in their own distinct styles, and so you can listen to a 
dozen different jazz recordings of the same song, but each will sound different. For example, 
trumpeter Miles Davis sounds very different than trumpeter Louis Armstrong, even if they play the 
same song. 
 
 
 

Who was Louis Armstrong? 
 

Louis Armstrong was a trumpeter who became the first great soloist in jazz. He is widely 
recognized as a founding father of jazz.  

Louis Armstrong was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1901. As a child, he had a difficult 
life. He had to overcome poverty and the lack of a formal education. Armstrong got into trouble 
when he was thirteen years-old, and the juvenile court sent him to reform school. Reform school 
was where he had his first formal music lessons. 

His life began to change when he joined a band. He found his purpose life playing the music 
known as jazz. Armstrong played for several bands, until he formed his own band called “Hot Five” 
in 1927.  

Louis Armstrong’s achievements are remarkable. During his career, he developed a way of 
playing jazz, as an instrumentalist and a vocalist, he played jazz on the trumpet and sang in his 
unique gruff voice. He recorded hit songs for five decades, and his music is still heard today on 
television, radio and in films. He was able to perform an average of 300 concerts each year. One of 
his most famous songs is What a wonderful world. (Listen to it clicking on this link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnRqYMTpXHc). 

Armstrong’s voice was one of the most recognizable of the 20th century. He is indeed one 
of the best jazz musicians ever. 
 
 
 

Do you want to learn more about jazz and musicians of this genre such as Miles Davis? 
Have a look to this website, where you can even listen to the sound of jazz instruments.  
http://pbskids.org/jazz/nowthen/index.html 
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ACTIVITIES. 
 

1. Use your dictionary to translate the following words from the text. 
 
 

� Developed: 

� Performance: 

� Skill: 

� Recording: 

� Trumpeter: 

� Soloist: 

� Overcome: 

� Poverty: 

� Lack: 

� Get into trouble: 

� Juvenile court: 

� Achievements: 

� Remarkable: 

� Gruff voice: 

 
2. Answer the following questions with full sentences. 
 

1. Where did Jazz develop? 
 
 

2. What is the main characteristic of Jazz? 
 
 

3. What instrument did Louis Armstrong play? 
 
 

4. Why was and is Louis Armstrong recognizable? 
 

 
3. Choose the correct answer for each sentence. 
 

1. The life story of Louis Armstrong is an example of someone who… 

a) …became famous because he was so wealthy. 
b) …never escaped from his life of poverty. 
c) …could not get a good education because he was poor. 
d) …overcame a difficult childhood and became a famous musician. 

 
2. When Louis Armstrong was a young teenager, he had to go to reform school because… 

a) …he wanted to get a good education. 
b) …he wanted to learn how to play the trumpet. 
c) …he had got into trouble. 
d) …it was a good place to join a band. 

 
3.  “Armstrong played jazz on the trumpet and sang in his unique gruff voice.” The definition of 

unique is… 
a) …unpleasant. 
b) …soft. 
c) …boring. 
d) …unusual. 
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What a wonderful world? by Louis Armstrong 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I see trees of green, 
red roses too 

I see them bloom 
for me and YOU 

 
and I think to myself 

what a wonderful world. 
 

I see skies of blue 
and clouds of white 

the bright blessed day, 
The dark sacred night 

 

 
and I think to myself 

what a wonderful world. 
 

The colors of the rainbow 
so pretty in the sky 

are also on the faces 
of people going by 

I see friends shaking hands 
saying "how do you do" 

they´re really saying 
"I love you" 

 
I hear babies crying, 
I watch them grow 

they´ll learn much more 
than I´ll ever know 

 
and I think to myself 

what a wonderful world 
yes I think to myself 

what a wonderful world. 
 

 
 
 

� Can you translate the song? 
 

� What is the meaning of the song? 

 
 
 

 

 

 


