
Rock and Roll – MUSIC 2º E.S.O.                                                                  I.E.S. Carlos Cano – Los Barrios 

  

 

 

 

 

Who was Elvis Presley? 

Elvis Presley (1935–1977) was an American 

musician who combined country, gospel, blues, and 

rhythm and blues with his own unique style. He is 

considered one of the founders of Rock and Roll.  

 

Presley was born in Tupelo, Mississippi (USA), 

where he was exposed to blues music at an early age. He 

began playing the guitar on his own before he reached 

adolescence and recorded his first song in 1953. By 1956 

songs like "That's All Right Mama" and "Heartbreak Hotel" 

had made Presley a national star. Although he was loved 

for his baritone voice, it was his gyrating pelvic 

movements that brought him to such fast fame as this 

was practically a revolutionary dance style for the modest 

generation of the 1950s. 

 

Between 1956 and 1969 Presley produced 

seventeen number-one records, defining a new era and a 

new musical style that shook the world. He also starred 

several films. Although he died at a very young age, he is 

still considered “The King” of Rock and Roll. 

 

 

     Rock and roll is a musical 
style that emerged in the 
United States in the 1950s. 
 
     It was a combination of 
some musical genres, such 
as guitar-accompanied 
rhythm and blues, jazz, 
black and white gospel 
music, and the songs of 
popular white crooners and 
harmony groups. 
 
     The term "rock and roll" 
was used for the first time 
in the year 1955, after the 
appearance of the first rock 
and roll hit "Rock Around 
the Clock" by Bill Haley and 
the Comets. 
 
     Elvis Presley (1935–1977) 
made rock and roll the 
musical style of the 1950s 
and 1960s, influencing 
many other musicians who 
adapted the music to this 
new style. 
 
     The main instruments 
were the electric guitar, 
bass, piano, drums, and 
saxophone. 
   
     It was called rock and roll 
until 1964, when it was 
renamed "rock music." 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is Rock and Roll? 
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ACTIVITIES. 

 

1. Complete the following text about Elvis with the words in the box. 
 

In 1957 Elvis bought a large (a) ___________ in Memphis. 

It was called Graceland. Lots of (b) ___________visit it every year. 

They want to see how he lived. They can see the (c) ___________ 

he wore on stage and two of the (d) ___________ he used. They 

can also see five of his (e) ___________. His (f) ___________ and 

films are still popular today. One of his songs was a hit 30 years 

after his death. 

aeroplanes 

songs 

house 

clothes 

people 

cars 

 

 

2. Answer the following questions with the information of the previous texts. 
 

a) Where did rock and roll start? 

 

 

 

b) When did rock and roll start? 

 

 

 

c) Rock and roll is a combination of several genres, which ones? 
 

 

 

d) What instruments can you hear in rock and roll songs? 
 

 

 

e) What instrument did Elvis Presley play? 
 

 

 

f) What is Elvis Presley considered? 
 

 

 

g) Did he star any films? 
 

 

 

h) Why did his dance style give him fame? 
 

 

 


