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Venus 
 

 

 Venus is the second planet from the sun. It is one of the four inner planets. The inner planets are 

Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. The inner planets are also called The Rocky Planets, because they are made of 

rocks.  

 Venus is sometimes called the Evening Star or the 

Morning Star, because it is very bright and can be seen easily 

at sunset and sunrise. It is so bright that it looks like a star, 

but it doesn’t twinkle. 

 Venus is unlike the other planets, because it spins 

backwards on its axis. It also spins very slowly! One day on 

Venus is longer than one year on Venus! What’s that?  

Earth days are shorter than Earth years. But, it takes Venus 243 days to spin around on its axis one time, 

while Earth takes only 24 hours! So, one Venus day is as long as 243 Earth days! 

Venus orbits the sun in only 225 days! This makes one Venus year 225 days long! Earth orbits the sun one 

time in 365 days. So, how many days in one Earth year? Right! 365 days!  

 

 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Underline the adjectives from the text and 

write them in the following table: 
 

 

BASIC FORM COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

2. Choose the correct adjective. 

1. Venus is the brighter / brightest planet that you can see at 

night. 

2. Venus is further / furthest from the sun than Mercury. 

3. One day on Venus is long / longer than one year on Venus. 

4. Earth days are short / shortest compared to Venus days 

5. Venus is the hotter / hottest of the inner planets. 

6. Earth has more / most water vapor in its atmosphere than 

Venus does. 
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Pluto 
 

 
Pluto is the last of the outer planets (that we know of!) and is the ninth planet from the sun. Scientists 

didn’t discover it until 1930, because it is so small and hard to see even with a telescope. 

Astronomers have recently studied this 

planet using very powerful telescopes such as 

the Hubble Space telescope. They have found 

32 objects so far which appear to be asteroids. 

Maybe Pluto is also an asteroid? Other scientists 

think that Pluto can be an old moon of Neptune 

that escaped its orbit and moved further. No 

one is sure what the truth about Pluto is. 

Pluto is extremely small and has one moon, Charon, which is almost the same size as the planet. Pluto is 

only 1,430 miles across. It spins fairly slowly. One Pluto day is 6 Earth days and nine hours long. It takes a long 

time to orbit the sun. However, one Pluto year is 248 earth years long! 

Scientists think that Pluto is made of rock and ice, and can have a thin atmosphere made of gases such a 

nitrogen, carbon monoxide and methane. They know it is smaller than our moon, and must be very cold because 

it is so far away from the sun. 

 Pluto’s orbit is very odd, because it sometimes switches its place with Neptune and become the eighth 

planet in the Solar System. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Underline the adjectives from the text and 

write them in the following table: 
 

 

BASIC FORM COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

2. Complete the sentences with the adjectives in 

Comparative or Superlative form. 
 

 

1. Pluto is ____________________(small) of all of the 

planets in our solar system. 

2. The Hubble Space Telescope is  

____________________(powerful) telescope a scientist 

can use to see Pluto. 

3. One Pluto year is ____________________ (long)  one 

Earth year. 

4. Pluto is probably ____________________ (cold) planet 

in our solar system. 

5. The atmosphere on Pluto is  ____________________ 

(thin)  our atmosphere. 

6. Pluto has ____________________(odd) orbit of all the 

planets, because sometimes it switches places with 

Neptune and becomes the eighth planet. 

 

 

 

 


